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The owner of this A35 didn’t let 18 years, five garage 
moves or vandalism stop him fulfilling his dream.
Words by Rob Marshall Photography by Gez Hughes
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More Speed
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Better tools for a better job

March 1993

Having a three-bay 
workshop brimmed to its 
roof with the finest tools 
would make any project 

easier, but it’s no guarantee of a 
pleasing end result. Mark Stokes has 
proved that an owner’s willpower is 
far more influential, which is clear 
from looking at his immaculate 
Austin A35 saloon. He rebuilt it 
despite not having the best facilities.

“I started restoring it within a 
cramped single garage,” he 
explains, “with access to neither 

RESTORATION TIMELINE

electricity nor water. The door of the 
building opened on to a busy lane.  
I had to keep the car roadworthy so 
I could drive it around the corner, 
where I had a little more space.”

Despite starting work on the car 
in 1993, Mark’s enthusiasm for 
Austin’s venerable A30/A35 range 
emanates from his childhood: “My 
father drove an Austin A30 when I 
was very young and I remember 
being most upset when he sold it. 
Dad rekindled my interest when he 
bought another example for us to 

Although Mark’s Austin was in very original 

condition when he got it, it did require a 

new driver’s side sill.

Mark Stokes’ 
Austin A35
Mark moved garages five times in 18 
years – the first wasn’t ideal because it 
opened straight out into a public lane. 
He’s owned many Austins over the years, 
and is now the South Wales representative 
for the Austin A30/A35 Owners Club. 
www.austina30a35ownersclub.co.uk

Time and cost
Because this restoration 
was started 18 years 
ago and is still 
progressing, Mark’s 
unsure how much 
money he’s lavished on 
the project. He is, 
however, determined 
that this is one Austin 
he’ll never sell.

Immaculate 
underside; note 

bespoke exhaust.

I started the restoration in a cramped 
single garage with no electricity

Disc-brake conversion on the 
front was a simple upgrade. 
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Once the car was completed, Mark took  
it back to his old teacher, from whom he 
originally bought it.

The interior had to wait before it received 

attention, but Mark has retained the 

original steering wheel.

The Austin wasn’t painted for 18 months 

because the paint shop didn’t have any 

spare time to do the work.

The body repairs were conducted outside, 
during which time the Austin had to 
remain roadworthy.

Mark gradually rebuilt the suspension and 
brakes because he didn’t want to strip the 
entire car down.

Because the rust had extended further 

than was obvious, the front outer wings 

had to be removed.

May 1993 October 1993 April 1994 July 1995 August 1996 July 1997

restore. We completed that car and 
I sold it in the late 1990s. However,  
I still hankered after a specific A35, 
which was being driven daily by my 
school teacher at the time.”

Unfortunately, when Mark’s 
science master decided to advertise 
his classic for sale, it was priced not 
only out of his pupil’s reach but also 
that of other enthusiasts. It didn’t 
sell. A chance meeting several years 
later resulted in Mark buying the car 
for a reduced sum, but although 
additional work was required the 
saloon hadn’t deteriorated 
significantly since his school days.

Steady progress
Due to a lack of suitable storage 
facilities in which to house the 
removed parts, the restoration had 

Should you be looking at an A30, be 
wary of the running gear’s condition. 
Secondhand 803cc engines are 
harder to source and some 
components, such as water pumps, 
are elusive. Also, assess the 
condition of the braking system – 
the parts are very expensive to 
replace. Body-wise, check for rust 
near the rear spring hangers, which 

will weaken this vital area. 
Sills and floors are also 

vulnerable and critical to 
the car’s structure.

Buying an  
Austin A30/A35

 RESTO 
TOP tip
Join the Austin A30/A35 

Owners Club first, and 

do some research prior 

to committing to a 

restoration.

The body didn’t require major surgery, 
other than a replacement outer sill

Quick Q&A
What was the best 
part of the restoration? 
“Having it painted, which 
gave me a huge morale 
boost. Because it took 
so long to get it painted 
the first time round, I 
was starting to lose 
patience with it.”

Would you do anything 
differently next time? 
“I’d definitely label more 
items and box them up. 
During all the work, I 
moved to five different 
single garages and 
some bits were mislaid.”

What’s next? 
“I’d like to restore the 
seats, which are starting 
to split. I don’t want to 
replace them – I like the 
original patina. An 
alternator conversion 
will also follow soon.”

Updated and 
uprated
■ MG Midget 1275cc 
engine and gearbox.
■ Unleaded cylinder 
head conversion. 
■ Twin 1.25in 
carburettors.
■ Bespoke large-bore 
exhaust system.
■ Wolseley 1500 
differential. 
■ MG Midget 1275cc 
hardened half-shafts.
■ Halogen H4 lights.
■ Electronic ignition.
■ Leather Moto-Lita 
steering wheel.
■ MG Midget front disc 
brake conversion.
■ Period windscreen 
sun-shield.
■ Auxiliary instruments 
on parcel shelf.
■ Electric cooling fan.
■ Auxiliary front 
spot-lamps.
■ Heater, ashtray and 
opening rear windows 
have been fitted from 
the Deluxe model.
■ Polybushes fitted on 
front suspension.

to be performed step by step. 
Fortunately, the body didn’t require 
major surgery, other than the 
replacement of an outer sill. 

Because the original engine had 
covered only 46,000 miles – which 
was verified by the comprehensive 
service history – a top-end rebuild, 
allied to crankshaft shell bearing 
renewal, was all that was deemed 
necessary. By mid-1998, five years 
after the initial purchase, Mark 
started to use the car regularly but 
the rolling restoration continued. 
Deteriorated interior and exterior 
body trim items were replaced by 

Twin-carb Midget 
engine gives 75bhp.

Wolseley 1500 diff fitted easily to A35 axle.

Even with the spare in place, 
it’s a useful-sized boot.

Rear end still features the original drum brakes 
and semi-elliptic leaf springs.

to buy the entire vehicle. Thankfully, 
the gearbox didn’t come with such 
strings attached – the recently 
rebuilt unit was one of my many 
lucky autojumble finds.”

Engine transplant
Once the engine was removed from 
the donor car, Mark rebuilt the 
1275cc powerplant – but it didn’t 
last long once ensconced beneath 
the saloon’s bonnet.

“I fitted a Metro HIF44 carb, 
which over-fuelled the engine and 
wore the piston rings out to such an 

extent that compression was lost 
after only 10,000 miles. I 

replaced the rings 
without removing the 
engine and substituted 
a rebuilt twin-
carburettor set – the 
engine’s run perfectly 
ever since.”

NOS parts that Mark had gradually 
sourced on his various nationwide 
visits to autojumbles.

By 2003, the quantity of blue 
smoke emanating from the exhaust 
indicated that an engine rebuild was 
overdue. Mark had also become 
concerned that his A35’s lacklustre 
performance was compromising his 
safety, particularly driving on 
Cardiff’s busy roads, and the car’s 
limited motorway cruising ability 
was frustrating him.

Fortunately, the parts needed to 
enhance the Austin’s performance 
could be sourced from other BMC 
models, but Mark explains 
that collecting them all 
individually, within a 
strict budget, wasn’t an 
easy process.

“I’d sourced a 
higher-ratio Wolseley 
1500 differential, which 
fits easily to the A35’s 
axle. However, I wanted to 
install a 1275cc engine and 
gearbox from an early MG 
Midget, which would 
simply bolt into place.  
I found a suitable 
unit but it came 
attached to a 
complete Austin 
A35 van, 
so I had 
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■ �Body Steel monocoque
■ �Engine 1275cc inline-four
■ �front suspension 

Independent coil springs, 
lever-arm dampers

■ �rear suspension 
Semi-elliptic leaf springs

■ �WHEELS & Tyres 
5.20x13in tyres, 13in rims

■ �brakes Discs at front, 
drums rear

■ years built 1956-58

Mark’s Austin 
specialists
■ �Bull Motif Spares 

Morris Minor 
specialists (many 
parts are identical to 
Austin A30/A35) 
01386 831716

■ �Brian North 
Engineering 
Cardiff 
02920 341671

■ �The Welsh MG 
Centre 
Wrexham 
01978 263445

■ �Andrew Turner  
Carburettor specialist 
01572 767665

Mark had the Austin repainted but 
unfortunately the car was vandalised soon after work had been completed. 

Mark had got himself a larger garage and 

stripped down the underside before 

painting it in body colour.

CM says…

TECH SPEC

Austin A35

Mark decided to upgrade both the 

suspension and brakes because he’d 

installed a more powerful 1275cc engine.

Mark’s dedication to the model 
has resulted in a period 
upgraded Austin A35, which is 
able to cope admirably in 
modern traffic. The car also 
proves that a high-quality 
restoration can be done with 
only limited resources.

Restorer’s aid
Imperial socket set
Item number 783101
Price £8.98
www.silverlinetools.com

18 months on: 
March 2010

May 1999 May 2008

More recently, Mark’s improved 
the engine’s breathing by fitting a 
bespoke exhaust system that, 
although it’s to Austin’s original 
design, has a larger-diameter bore. 
The end result of all these tweaks is 
a leap in power from the original 
35bhp to approximately 75bhp.

Naturally, more than doubling the 
engine’s power places more strain 
on other components, and shortly 
after the mechanical transplant was 
completed, Mark replaced the front 
springs for slightly harder 
alternatives and Polybushed the 
front suspension. The front drum 
brakes were ditched in favour of a 
disc conversion. That was a simple 
bolt-on exercise, again using MG 
Midget components.

August 2008

Although Mark’s proud that he’s 
performed the majority of the work 
himself, he admits he entrusted the 
paintwork to professionals. The final 
finish wasn’t to the standard he’d 
expected, though.  

“I’m not fond of two-pack’s 
glossy shine, so I had the car 
painted with a cellulose topcoat in 
the mid-1990s. Unfortunately, it 
wasn’t mixed correctly and it irked 
me when people kept pointing out 
the car’s incorrect shade at shows. 
The finish lasted barely 10 years 
before it had dulled enough to 
warrant another repaint.”

Testing times
Mark was determined that the 
mistake wasn’t going to be 

repeated. He managed to source a 
sample of the original paint colour 
and presented that to the paint 
shop as a reference. To reduce costs, 
Mark instructed that the A35 be 
painted between jobs but, after 18 
months passed and no progress had 
been made, Mark took the car back 
and paid another company to 
complete the task. Once again, 
however, he specified that cellulose 
paint be used.

Once the gleaming car returned 
home, the painstaking task of 
refitting the trim commenced. 
Barely six months after the respray 
was completed, the Austin was 
vandalised – two deep scores were 
scraped down its flanks. Although 
the insurance payout covered the 
cost of the work, Mark was faced 
with the back-breaking effort 
needed to strip the car down again. 

He didn’t want to repeat the 
process in the future, so he 
requested that the more durable 
two-pack finish be applied. 
Fortunately, his painter managed to 
dull the paint mix slightly and the 
result is an exact match to Austin’s 
original Spruce Green hue.

Since the car was completed, 
Mark’s continued his mission to 

upgrade his Austin but insists that 
the modifications are in keeping 
with the car’s heritage.

“I initially didn’t want to adapt 
this A35, but since I changed my 
mind I’ve ensured that every 
alteration is reversible. I haven’t 
drilled any holes into the car and 
I’ve kept the original engine, 
gearbox and differential. I’ve fitted  
a set of auxiliary lights because 
night driving was hurting my eyes, 
but this means that an alternator 
conversion will follow soon.”

Although Mark’s improvements 
aren’t finished, he’s contemplating 
the purchase of another classic. 
Despite hankering after a Gilbern 
GT, I bet it’ll not be long before 
another A30 or A35 arrives to keep 
his immaculate saloon company.

Original car’s austere interior 
has had a few upgrades.

Fearbuster
Being an A-series, parts 
for the A35’s engine are 
easy to source. The 
gearboxes can jump out 
of first or reverse but 
they’re simple to rebuild. 
Despite being essential 
to the body’s strength, 
repair sections are 
available for both the 
sills and floors.

Can you help? 
This black Austin A30, 
STX 416, which was 
owned by the Stokes 
family in the 1970s, is 
still running but Mark’s 
lost contact with the 
current owner, believed 
to be Mick Hollingsworth 
of Coventry. Mick – if 
you’re reading this, give 
us a shout.

 RESTO 
TOP tip
Do not request that a car 

be painted in a 

paintshop’s spare time 

– it could be years 

before it’s done.

The finish lasted barely 10 years before it’d 
dulled enough to warrant another repaint

…as does the extra instrumentation.

Badging hints at different running gear…

Mark still has the 
original Austin bits 
he’s removed.


